
 

CHANGES TO THE NEW YORK STATE STAR PROGRAM AND SENIOR CITIZEN EXEMPTION 

There are two types of STAR benefits: Basic STAR and Enhanced STAR 

Basic STAR: 
Due to recent changes in the law, beginning this year, the income limit for the Basic STAR 
exemption is now $250,000. 

If your income is greater than $250,000 and less than or equal to $500,000 

If you currently receive the Basic STAR exemption and your income is between $250,000 and 
$500,000, the program is changing for you. If eligible, you will now receive a check for the STAR 
credit instead of the reduction on your school tax bill. 

If your income is $250,000 or less 

Due to recent changes in the law, beginning in 2019, the value of the STAR credit savings may 

increase by as much as 2% each year, but the value of the STAR exemption savings cannot 

increase. If you currently receive the STAR exemption, you can choose to register for the STAR 

credit to receive a check instead; you may receive a greater benefit. New homeowners are 

eligible only for the STAR credit. 

ENHANCED STAR 
The Enhanced STAR program provides an increased benefit for senior citizens (age 65 and 
older) with qualifying incomes ($86,000 or less).  

New for 2019, if you’re applying or reapplying for the Enhanced STAR exemption, you must 
enroll in the Income Verification Program (IVP). You only need to enroll once, and you’ll receive 
the exemption each year, as long as you’re eligible.  

In the past, older adults who qualified for the Partial Tax Exemption for Real Property of Senior 
Citizens (also known as the senior citizens or aged exemption) were automatically granted the 
Enhanced STAR exemption. Due to changes in New York State law, beginning with applications 
for 2019, you must apply separately for the senior citizens exemption and the Enhanced STAR 
exemption. 

For more information, forms and instruction, log on to:  
https://www.tax.ny.gov/pit/property/star/eligibility.htm 

https://www.tax.ny.gov/pit/property/star/eligibility.htm

